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2 Cor. V. Ver. 17. 
* any Man he's Chriſt, he is 


a new Creature. 


O be in Chriſt does not 
import an outward Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, 
(for many are called by 


his Name, that are not influenc'd by 


huis Spirit) but a living to him, a 
walking worthy of him, a duehiag 
in him by Faith and Obedience: 
Virtues ſo oppoſite, ſo. diſagree- 
able to the fleſhly Mind, that it 
muſt be diveſted wo all Senſuality; 5 
there muſt be a Kar) KN , a new 
Creation, (ſo tis expreſs'd in the 
Original) before it can have a true 
Reliſh of them. There mult. be;a 
thorow Change, «the greateſt Alte- 
A 2 ration 
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that in the Beginning, when 3 
was upon the Face of the Deep, and 

God ſaid, Let there be Light. For 
how great 1s that Obſcurity which 
is diſpell'd by the bright Beams 


he that could make him out of no- 
thing? It deing more to renew, 
than at firſt to create: as we ſhall 


1. Before he is transformed. And, 

II. After this Transformation is 
wrought: Of which, 

III. I ſhall aſſign the Author: 


1. What is Man, wvndffiſted by 
Grace! a worthleſs, difingenuous 
and poſited Creature ; blacker than 
the Eshibpiun, more ſpotted than 
the Leopard, ſtam'd at his coming 
into the World, and ſtain'd with 
it afterwards: A Tran reſſor from 


As he Was ſhapen in Wickedneſs, 
and conceived in Sin, To the reſt 

of lie Liſe Has bed Aike to its 
10 be. 


from above! And who can trans- 
form Man from Bad to Good, but 


beſt diſcover by conſidering Man, 


the Vomb, and accu to vo Evil. 


ration imaginable, not unlike to 
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. 
Beginning. He wWas born blind, 


deaf and dumb. Having Eyes, he 


: ſees not the things that belong to 
his Peace. Having Ears, he hears 


not the Inſtruction that would di- 
rect him to Heaven. And tho' the 
Lord bath given him a Tongue, 
he has not the Sratitude to praiſe 
bim therewith, As ſoon as he is 
born he goes aſtray. The whole 


Imagination. of. his Heart, every 


Purpoſe, every. Deſire, every Aver- 
fron, is contiavally wicked. He 
hates the thing he onght to Jove, 


and perverſely carefſeth what be 


enght to abhor. 
He indeed was faſhion'd by the 


Almighty entire and perſect, Jer. 
H. 21. J had planted thee a nable 


Fine, ſays bis Maker, I ſet thee 
wholly a right Seed: how then wrt tho 


turn'd into the degenerate Plant of 


a ſtrauge Vine unto me! And yet 
fo it is, the Behaviour of ſinful Man 
reſembling the wild Grape, When 
God expected choicer Fruit. 

If he knows God, he does not 
glorifie him as God; :he being 
rarely in his Thoughts, and not 


A ůĩ·˙ mien 


05 * 

much in his Mouth, but in Oaths 
and Imprecations. There is no 
perceiving that he has any Expecta- 
tion of Eternity, but becauſe he ' 
Teems to live as if he look'd for 
it here; as if he fancied his Houſe 
world bontimiit for ever, and his Land 
be ever called after bis own Name; WM 
as if this were to be his everlaſting 
Reſt, and he were perpetually to 
dwell upon Earth, becauſe he has 
ſuch 4 Delight therein. j 
What a dangerous edg' d- Tool b 


is Wit, when it is not ſanctified 


A —— — I 


by the Grace of God? It may p 
up, but it cannot edifie; it enlight- 
ens the Head, without warming the 
Heart. And they who have the largeſt 
Share of it, ſince they don't employ 
it for the Uſes it was given, in 
Scripture-: Language are reputed 
Fools, Jer. IV. 22. My People is 
fooliſh, they have not known me, they 
are ſottiſh Children, and they have no 
Underſtanding ; they are wiſe to do 
Evil, but to do good they have no 
| Knowledge. They may read the 
holy Wk but they can't di- 
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geſt them, and 'tis well if they don't 
trest them with Scurrility and Bur- 

leſſue. 

How perverſe and obſtinate is 
the Will of Man, when the hol7 
Spirit does not work in him! He 
will not enquire for the right Path; 
and let the good way be never ſo 
clearly, ſo tenderly propos'd to 


him, his Reply is, Jer. VI. 16. F 
will not walk np, What Effect 


had Feremiah's pathetick Diſcourſe, 
what Influence had our Saviour's . 
excellent Doctrine on the reſolute. 


unconverted Jews? They plainly. 


told the Prophet, we will not hearken 
unto thee, but we will certainly do 


aſter our omn Devices, Jer. XVIII. 
12. And their Carriage told theix 


Lord the ſame. For when he oſfer- 


ed to reduce thoſe Wanderers, and 


to gather them, as a Hen does her 


Brood under her Wings, St. Matthew 


ſays expreſly, pre they would not, 
Mat. XXIII. 37. 


And thus 4 a blind Un- 
derſtanding and a crooked Will, 


while there is nothing to dire&, 


nothing! to control, the natural! 
6 ” 


1 (93. 
Man is quite barn down with the 
prevailing Force of his Appetites, 
and the irreſiſtible Sway of his Aﬀe- | 
ctions. He harbours very ill Quali- 


ties in his Breaſt, and they infeer - 


thers, that mi ght, with Limitation, 


be akowed. Deſpight ſulneſs and 


Malice Baolbit inge, N, hilperin ga, 
Swell ing, Tumudps, are the Verma. 
that breed and ſwarm within him 
The Ealeneſs of his Cougtenance is 
nod from Morkificatiox, but from 
Kovy 5 and if he floſhes in the 
Face, tis Guilt, not Modeſty, that 
paints him red. Such Paſſions like»: 
wiſe, as in the UV pright ate com- 
mendable, in him are; faulty. His 
Wrath is cruel, his Anger aut rag iaus, 


kis Diſpleaſure im phcable, his 
Deſſres are plac'd upon wrong Ob- 
jects, or elſe upon lawful ones in an 
immoderate Degree. He either 
hankers after i he ſhould. avoid, 


or is a Lover. of his Friends: more 
than of his God, the beſt and chiet- 


elt Friend of all: 


And to ſhew that this C Corruption | 


is: univerſal, not to be cured but by 


the Fower from on Highs take the. 


Ex- 
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Examples of thoſe: holy Perſons, 
who were ſometime: Darkneſs, before 
they commenc'd Light in the Lord. 
Satan ſifted St. Peter, and in Three 

Inſtances had manifeſtly the. Victory 
over him: St: Paul, by his own | 
Confeftion, was once 4 Blaſphemer, 4 
Perſtcutor, and infuriout. And the 

| Sons of Zebedee, that were for ha- 

ving the. Samaritans conſumed, made 

; A ſhameful Diſcovery of their Cor- 

raptioas, till they receiv'd ſuper- 
natural Aid. According to that of 

the Apoſtle, Tir. III. 3. We our 
ſelves alſo were. heretofore fooliſh, dij- 

' obedient, deceived, ſerving divers Luſts- 

and Pleaſures, living in Malice and 

EI, bateful, and hating one another; 

bat after that the Kindneſs and Pity of 
God our Saviour toward Man appear d, 

not by Works of Righteouſns{s which we 
have done, but according to his Mercy 
he ſaved us, by the 5 85 of Regene- 
ration, and the Renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt: Which he ſhed on this very 
Apoſtle ia ſuch abundance, that he 
preach'd the Faith which once he 

_ deſtrey'd : And ſo plentifally on 

St. Peter, that he had the Courage 
: ps a o 
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C10) 
to die for that Truth, which, be- 
fore this Effuſion, he had the Baſe- 
neſs and Cowardice to diſown. And 


this brings me to con ſider, 


II. The Frame and Diſpoſ tion of 


a Man in Chriſt, or in a State of 


Grace: He is ſtiled by the Text, 
and that very properly, a new Crea- | 
ture. 


For though, as one critically re- 


marks, he be the ſame Perſon he was 


before, yet he doth not underſtand, or 


Judge, or think, or will, or affect, or 


ſpeak, or att as he aid before. He 


now has a new Senſe of things : A new 


Judgment, new Thoughts, new Deſires, 


new Hopes, new Fears, a new Love, a 


new Hatred, new Joys, new Sorrows, 


and fo Heads a new Life. He per- 


ceives great Madneſs and Folly in 


the Wiſdom of this World, which 
comes to nought, and therefore for 


the future he determines to Rnow no- 


thing but Jeſus Chriſt. He no longer 


jñudgeth after the Fleſh. His Speech 


is ſeaſon'd with Grace, aud all his 
Inclinations are juſt and regular. 


When he 1 Is merry, he does not (as | 


he 


e Ne. see 


„ 

he did) rejoice in Iniquity, but in the 
Truth. When he is afflicted, tis 
only after a godly ſort; and he that 
was overcome of Evil, now overcomes: 
Evil with Good, The old Leaven is 
purg'd out, his vicious Habits have 
no longer the Dominion over him, but 
the whole Body of Sin is ſubdued: 
He is not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit: 
and this being contrary to that, 
muſt of Courſe produce contrary 
How bright, how quick are thoſe 
natural Parts that are refin'd, and 
cultivated by a Ray from Hea- 
ven! How ineſtimable that Know- 
ledge which God reveals to 4a Man 
by bis Spirit! which makes him wiſe- 
unto that which is good, and ſimple: con- 
cerning Evil, Which diſcards all 
heterodox, unbecoming Notions . 
and improves his Morals no leſs 
than his Reaſon.. KD Ot is 
Phe Obliquity of our Wills is 
alſo done away by this ſpiritual: 
Renovation. For this is the Pro- 
miſe in holy Writ, Iſai. XLII. 16. 

J will bring the Blind by a way which 


| they. know not; I will make Darkneſs 


Lig tt 


6 
Light beſore them, and ersated thing 
ftneight: Theſe things will I de unto 
them, and not ſarſalt them Every 
one that is governed by God's Spirit, 
cheerfully ſubmits to God's Diſpo- 
fal. Not m Will, O Lord; but Thins 
be due! Not as I with, but as: thou 
hHeſides, they that are Chnſt's | 
have crucified: the Fleſh with the 
Affections and Luſts. The Body is 
dead, becauſe of Sin; but the Spirit 
is Life, becauſe, of Righteouſneſs. 
They breath, they move; but do 
not ſo properly live, as that Chriſt 
liues in them. For the Life they now 
live; they live: by the Faithrof the Sow | 
of; God, who loved them, and gaves | 
bimfelf, for them, Gal: II. 20; 21- | 
They, do. not fruſtrate the Grace of | 
Sad; They derive freſn Vigor from 
: his O perations, their Delight is in 
the Law of the Lord; they: try: 
with Zacharias and Elizabeth, to walk 
n all: his Commandments: and Ordi- 
nances' lameleſs. It is their Wiſh 
and their Aim that. Chriſt might be 
farmed- in them. They weigh every 
 Circumſtagces of: his Actions: _ 1 
; | . on | Su t- | 


- 


Fa „ 
Suffetings, and thereout ſuck they 


| NO ſmall Advantage. T hey carefu * 


ly turn over each Leaf of the Goſ- 
pel, and ſuppoſe their Redeemer's 
Cuſe them o W wu. 


From his Natividy, they learn | 
and endeavour to be bern again; 


from his Circumciſion, they circum- 
eie the Forezhin of their Hearts: 
From the holy Spirit's deſcending 
upon him at his Baptiſm, they beg 
to be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt : 
From his voluntary Faſt, they. at 
certain Seaſons debar themſelves of 


allowable Refreſhments: From his 
being tempted, they put on the whole 


Armour of God, that, through his 


Help, they alſo may be able to 
withſtand Temptation: From his 
amazing Confli in the Garden, 


they do not fall: aſtrep, like thoſe 
Diſciples that attended him thither, 


but watch and pray fervently, that 


as an Angel ſtrengthened him then 
in his Agoxier, ſo he himſelf would 
ever ſfirewpthin them in theirs: 
From his thorny: Crown, they ſtave 
off the Cares and Troubles from 
without, not permitting them to 
FE ET „% 


Fae. 


enter into their Souls; leſt that ſow- 


ing among Thorns, they ſhould hap- 
pen to ſpring up and choak the good 
Seed: From the Cyrenian's bearing 


the Croſs after Jeſus, they 'gladly 
undergo. the heavieſt he is pleas d 


to lay upon them: From their Re- 


deemer's expiring upon it, they 
reckon themſelves to be dead indeed 
unto Sin: From his glorious Reſur- 
rection, they look upon themſelves 


as alive unto God: From his trium- 


phant Aſcenſion, they leave Morta. 
lity and things below, placing | 
their Thoughts above the Hea- | 


vens, and their Inclinations above 


all the Earth. They have no Plea= | 


ſure in the Life of thoſe. that 
live to this World, but in theirs 
that wait for a bleſſed Futurity, 
_ -While they were carnal; and walked 
as Men, they thought of the Earth, 
they talk'd of the Earth, they were 
altogether intent upon the Earth: 
but when they became heavenlys 


minded, they baniſh'd all earthly 

Imaginations. They wall d in time 

paſt according to the Courſe of this. | 
| | World, 


. 

World, and according to the Prince of 
the Power of the Air, the Spirit that 
now worketh in the Children of Diſo- 
bedience. And as long as they were 
Captives to this evil Spirit, they. 
had nothing to ſay to Chriſt, or his 
Religion; they thruſt him from 


them, like the Dæ moniac, What 


have we to do with Thee, Thon Son of 
God moft High.! But: when the Devil 


is gone out, When his Subtilty is ſeen 


through, and his Aſſaults victori- 


ouſly reſiſted ; when they are ſober, 


and in their right Mind, they beſeech 


Jeſus that they may be with him; all 
their Delight is to excel in Virtue, 
and their Duty is their greateſt 


Satis faction. 


Who could ever imagin, that 


they, who have gone in the way of 
Cain, ſhould follow the Footſteps of 
righteous Abel! That they, who 
ran greeaily after the Error of Balaam, 
ſhould relinquiſh the Wages of Un- 
righteouſneſs, and imitate the Ju- 
ſtice and Generolity of Zacheuns + 
That they, who were troubled. with 
the Spirit of Contradiction, ſhould 
do nothing againſt the Truth, but for 
nies the 
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(616) ” 
the Truth! Who could have belie- 
ved, that the Eyes, which were full 


of Adultery, ſhonld be devoutly lift- 
ed up to Thee, O Thou that dwelleſt” 


in the Heavens! That thoſe Locks 
which entic'd the Amorons, and 
frequently dedeiv'd the Hearts of 
the Simple, ſhould be honour'd 1o 
far as to wipe #he Feet of the holy 
Jeſus! Or, that he who had done 
much Evil to the Sams, ſhould be a 
choſen Veſſel to him whom they 
ſerve! Who could ever have ho- 
ped, that the very ſame Perſons, 
who had their former Converſation 


in the Lifts of the Flic, falfiling the | 


Deſires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind, 


and were by Nature the Children of 


Wrath, even as others; ſhould differ 
To extreamly from their own ſelves ? 


ſnduld a maxingly commence theChit= 
dren of God; be conformed: to his J- 


mage; and be made Partakers of the 
divine Nature! That they who were 
wicked, as the Devil is wicked, 


ſhould henceforth be holy, as God 


is holy! And yet this is the hap- 


py Change of the Regenerate, in 


whom we perctive that * 
5 an 
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and. Dignity, which the firſt Adam 
loſt, reſtor'd by the Merits and 
Mediation of the Second; the 
Ruines and Decays of God's Work- 
man{hip - repair'd ; and his Crea- 
tures, that were. wretched, through 
Satan's Deluſions, recovered to that 
State, in which humane Nature 
came. out of his Hands; and Feli- 
cy, regain'd by the mighty Euer- 
gy, and plentiful Effüſions of the 
Holy ' Ghoſt, the mercifi} Author 
of. this new Creation: As 1 now,. 


III. Shall endeavour to ſhew. 
Our Nature is weak, as well as 
ſinfub : And tho” it muſt be alter'd, 
we are not able of our ſelves to 
alter it. Who among us is - 
dient tor ſo great an Undertaking ? 
Jer. X. 23. We know, O Lord, that it 
is not in Mau to dirett his _ f 

Hof. XI. 3. Ftanght Ephraim to go: 
will ſtrengthen the Nations iv Ion 
God. 1 Cor. XII. 3. And no Man 
can a that Jeſus is the Lord, bu 
by 14 Holy Gheſt; are ſeveral Ex- 
Preſſions 1 holy Scripture, plain- 
10 Sgnifying from whence cometh our 
Help, 


(18) 


Help, and our Purification. Inſtru- 


 Qion, Commands, Induſtry, and a 


good Pattern, are but ſlender Ap- 
proaches towards Holineſs, and 
without further Aſſiſtance, muſt 
fail of Succeſs, Theſe may adorn 
the 'Mind, but they can't render 


itt undefiled; ev'n Seneca obſerving, 


that Nulla ſine Deo Mens bona, No 


Soul can be righteous without God's 


Operation. | 
Corruption and Perverſeneſs have 
talen ſuch faſt hold on us, that of 


our ſelves we are utterly incapable 
to perform true and laudable Service. 


Luſts from within, and Temptati- 


ons from without, ſet up ſuch a 


ſtrong Combination againſt + Holi- 
neſs, as we have no Might to break 
and overturn. And therefore *tis 
manifeſt, that as God the Father 


made us, and God the Son redeem- 
ed us, ſo we are ſanctified by God 


the Holy Ghoſt. 
If we keep 


the Underſtanding to do ſo. If we 
perſevere unto the End, he that 


reaches us the Way of bis Statutes, 


lead: 


his Laws with our 
whole Heart, it is he that gives us 


„ 

leads us forth in his Truth, and di- 
rects our Goings. We cannot work 
out our Salvation, without his working 
in us. It is the Power of ſuperna- 

tural Strength, that moves us to 

concur with every godly and pi- 
ous Suggeſtion. The bleſſed Spirit 
defeats all Obſtacles, baffles all Im- 
pediments, and quells that Oppo- 
ſition which inbred Impurity 1s e- 
ver making againſt Goodneſs. He 
bends our Wills, and inclines them 
to be on his Side. And though, 
through our co-operating with him, 
the Virtue produced is interpre- 
ted as ours; that ſo we might have 
ſome Title to the Recompence, 
which is to be reap'd from well- 
doing; yet ſtill the Grace afforded 
towards its Production 1s of the Abi- 
lity which God giveth, 
He infuſeth Strength into his 

People: Al their freſh Springs are 
in him: The Preparations of the 
Heart in Man, and the Anſwer of the 
Tongue is from the Lord, Cant. I. 4. 
Draw me, I will come after Thee. 
But no Man ean come unto me, John 
VI. 44. ſaith Chriſt, except the * 
1 who 


5 ( 20 ) 1 
mho hath ſent me dram him. The 
ame Man, that had an Iufirmity 
Ti hirty Eight Tears, might. perhaps 2 
Have wanted. Thirty Eight more, | 
before he could have ſtepp'd into | 
Bethe ſda's Pool, or have enjoy d 
the Uſe of his Legs again. But Je- 
ſus took Pity on his Impotence, He 
ſpoke the Word, and he aroſe aud 
mal ld. The whole Race of Man- 
kind are in Spirituals as. helpleſs as 
that poor decrepid Wretch: And, 
God knows, too many of us bave | 
baen 4 long Time in this ſad Caſe. 
To eure our ſelves we have no Skill: 
Lo! God has Compaſſion on our. 
Weakneſs. And if we liſten to his. 
Tecret Whiſpers, it we prove obe- 
dient to his Word, that bids us 
alſo arife and walk in his ways, we 
ſhall immediately be made whole of 
whatfoeucr Diſeaſe we have. We, 
who were filthy through the Con- 
tagion of Nature, and the Defile- 
ments of eur Tranſgreſſions, are 
graciouſly conducted by him to the 
Stream, and are waf d with pure and 
living Water, Ezek. XXXVI. 25. 1 
will ſprinkle you, ſays God to his 
Ai Peo- 


"Ca ) 
People by the Prophet, « nem Hrart : 
ſo will 1 give you and a new Spirit will 
I put within yon; and Twill take the 
Rony Heart vut of your Fleſh, and T 
will give you an Heart of Fleſh, and 
I will pat 'my Spirit within you, that 
Pall vuuſe You to ferp my Tuagments 


and do them. 

Now whit I would ier from 
hence is this : That, fince God is 
ready to do fo much for us, we 
mould do ſdmething for our felves ; 

remembring that the Succours of 
mis Grace were never intended 
ba encourage our Supineneſs, but 
to quicken our Endeavours. And 

therefore when he offers to take 
away our ſtony Heavrs, let us join 

in the Attempt; let us plack hen 
onf, und caſt them from us: And 
when he gives us Hearts more ſoft 
and tender, let us have a Care we 
do not harden them, like thofe he 
took away; but be ſure for ever 
to retain the Impreſſions of his 
holy Spirit, and obſerve thofe Laws 
he writes upon them; which if we 
faithfully do, our Concurrence ſhall 
dbtain the ſame ample Reward, as 


if 


( 22 ) 
if what God worketh in us were 
wrought by our ſelves. And it 


is by Virtue of this Concurrence, 


that another Part of this Prophecy 
mentions the Lord's doing as our 
own. EZzek. XVIII. 3 1. Male you a new 
| Heart, and anew Spirit, O Houſe of 
. 8 
For tho' we can do nothing a- 
lone, through him that ſtrengthens us 
we can do all things; and unleſs we 


be Workers together with him, we ſhall 


receive the Grace of God in vain. 


That therefore this unſpealable 


Gift may not return empty, but ac- 


compliſh the good Purpoſes for 
which it was ſent ; I beſeech you, 


in the Apoſtle's Words (with which 


I ſhall conclude) that ye put off con- 
cerning the former Converſation the 
old Man, which is corrupt according 
to the deceitful Luſts, and be renewed 


in the Spirit of your Mind, and that 
ye put on the new Man, which, after 


God, 1s created in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs, Eph. IV. 22. 
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(23) 


Merciful God, prai that 
the old Adam in us may 
« be buried, that all carnal Aﬀe- 
cc tions may die in us; That we 
« may have Power and Strength 
ce to triumph againſt the Devil, 
c the World, and theFleſh; that 
« ſo the new Man may be raiſed 
«< up in us; that all things belong- 
ing to the Spirit may live and 
grow in us; and that, being endu- 
ed with heavenly Virtues, we 
c may be everlaſtingly rewarded, 
through thy Mercy, O bleſſed 
e Lord God; who doſt live, and 


„ govern all things, World without 
25 End. ! 
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BOOK 8 Sold by J. Downing þ in Bartho- 
lomew-Cloſe near Weſt-Smithfield. 


Mom on. Mortality: In which,the Con- 

Providence in Lengthenigg or 

Humane Life, the Certainty of the 
Sr 


and Uncerminty: of Life, and the un- 


douhted Knowledge that Men have thereof, are 


improved to the Purpoſes of Holy Living and Dy. 


ing ; with Directions in order thereta. Price. 64. 


A Difeourfe' on Praying by the Spirit, in the 


Uſe of the Common- Prayer. Wherein it is main- 

taind, that this = be (done and en by 
| Theophilus Dor | 

Morning and — 1 Prayers for Families and 
Private Perfons: as Maſters, Miſtreſſes, Children 
and Servans 

A Diſcourſe concerning Wilfal Sins, and Sins of 
Infirmity. With another uf Reſtitution, By the 


Right Reverend Richard, late Lord Biſhop of 1 


B1ith and Wells. 2 8 

An Exhortation to the Belizf 1 pradice of 
Real Religions 

The great Duty and Benefit of Self. Denial. 

The Chriſtian Peace-Maker. By a Member of 
the Church oſ England. 

A Preſent for Servants, from their Miniſters, 
Maſters, or other Friends. 

A ſhort Inſtruction concerning the Principles of 


true Chriſtianity ; both as to the Fall of Man, and 


his Reſtauration-by Jeſus Chriſt. In a plain and 


familiar Method, for theUſe of the meaneſt Capacities. 


The Chriſtian's Way to Heaven: Or what we 
muſt do to be ſaved. 

The Father's Legacy to his Children, By 8. G 
Gent. Price 8d. 

The Duty of Reproof, with the moſt material 
Objections againſt it conſider d; and ſome Cauti- 


ons and Directions added. which may be helpful 


towards a ſucceſs ful Diſcharge of it. 
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